
MOLLIE NYE HOUSE WAS BUILT IN 1913 BY MOLLIE’S FATHER, JACK NYE, ON WHAT WAS THEN CALLED PIPELINE ROAD - NOW LYNN VALLEY ROAD.  EXCEPT FOR THE BASEMENT, WHICH IS NEW, THE HOUSE IS MUCH THE SAME TODAY AS IT WAS THEN.  THE PROPERTY ONCE CONSISTED OF 160 ACRES, GRANTED TO JACK NYE FOR HIS SERVICE IN THE BOER WAR.  MOLLIE, A HIGHLY REGARDED AND POPULAR TEACHER, NEVER MARRIED, AND LEFT THE HOUSE TO THE DISTRICT OF NORTH VANCOUVER FOR COMMUNITY USE.

THE ACREAGE WAS GRADUALLY SOLD OVER THE YEARS, UNTIL THE HOUSE WAS SITUATED ON JUST OVER TWO ACRES OF LAND.  IT WAS MOVED TO ONE CORNER OF THE PROPERTY BY THE DEVELOPERS OF SUNRISE ASSISTED LIVING.  THEY WERE ALSO REQUIRED TO RESTORE THE HOUSE, UPGRADE IT FOR PUBLIC USE, AND BUILD THE NEW BASEMENT.  IT IS PROBABLY THE MOST EXPENSIVE COMMUNITY AMENITY REQUIRED OF A DEVELOPER IN ORDER TO PROCEED WITH THEIR PLANS FOR THE BALANCE OF THE PROPERTY.

THE LARGE DOWNSTAIRS AREA IS NAMED THE MOLLIE NYE ROOM. THE HOUSE IS ON THE PRIMARY LIST OF THE DISTRICT’S HERITAGE INVENTORY.

RECEPTION (FORMER KITCHEN) - THIS ROOM WAS FURNISHED BY THE KIWANIS EVERGREEN CLUB (NOTE THE PLAQUE ON THE WALL) AND IS NAMED THE KIWANIS EVERGREEN ROOM.  NOTE ALSO THE DEDICATION PLAQUE FROM THE DISTRICT OF NORTH VANCOUVER.

ON THE WALL BESIDE THE ENTRANCE DOOR IS A FRAMED PHOTOGRAPH OF MOLLIE NYE SITTING AT HER KITCHEN TABLE, WHERE THE RECEPTION DESK IS NOW.

IN THE CABINET ARE A NUMBER OF ARTIFACTS, ALONG WITH SELF EXPLANATORY NOTES.

KITCHEN (FORMER PANTRY) - THE ORIGINAL PASS-THROUGH DOOR HAS BEEN RETAINED.  THE CUPBOARDS ARE NEW,  AND MADE IN A STYLE TO REFLECT THE EARLY 1900’S.

BOARDROOM (FORMER DINING ROOM) - THE BEAUTIFUL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS IN THIS ROOM AND THROUGHOUT THE HOUSE ARE THE ORIGINALS.  THE FLOORS ARE THE ORIGINAL FIR FLOORS.  THE FRENCH DOORS WITH LEADED GLASS ARE ALSO ORIGINAL, AS ARE THE POCKET DOORS BETWEEN THE DINING AND LIVING ROOM.

MOST OF THE PAINTINGS IN THE HOUSE WERE DONE BY MOLLIE, AND GIVEN TO US BY SEVERAL OF HER FRIENDS.  WE HAVE ABOUT 27 OF THEM, AND EXHIBIT THEM TWICE A YEAR AT OUR HERITAGE CREAM TEA’S DOWNSTAIRS.  THE ONE OF THE MAGNOLIAS ABOVE THE PUMP ORGAN HANGS PERMANENTLY IN THIS ROOM, NAMED THE MAGNOLIA ROOM.

THE PUMP ORGAN WAS DONATED AND IS NOT CONNECTED TO THE FAMILY.  IT WAS BUILT IN THE LATE 1800’S IN ONTARIO.

SOCIAL ROOM (FORMER LIVING ROOM/PARLOUR) - THIS ROOM WAS FURNISHED BY THE LYNN VALLEY LIONS, AND IS NAMED THE  LIONS LOUNGE (NOTE THE PLAQUE). IT IS USED PRIMARILY FOR SOCIAL GATHERINGS. OUR MEMBERS AND VISITORS CAN GET TOGETHER AND ENJOY A CUP OF TEA OR COFFEE, COOKIES AND A VISIT, OR A QUIET READ.

THE FIRST MONTAGE OF PHOTOS ON THE RIGHT ARE OF MOLLIE AT VARIOUS TIMES IN HER LIFE, ALONG WITH SELF EXPLANATORY NOTES.

TO THE RIGHT OF THE FRONT WINDOW IS AN OVAL-FRAMED PHOTOGRAPH OF MOLLIE’S PARENTS,  OLIVE AND JACK NYE, 

C. 1911, THE YEAR THEY WERE MARRIED.







Continued over…

THE SECOND MONTAGE OF PHOTOS TO THE LEFT OF THE FIREPLACE ARE PRIMARILY OF THE HOUSE, WITH SELF EXPLANATORY NOTES.

OVER THE FIREPLACE IS A PAINTING OF THE HOUSE BY DREW BURNHAM, COMMISSIONED BY THE DISTRICT OF NORTH VANCOUVER AND PRESENTED TO US AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING APRIL 5, 2003.

LIBRARY/MUSIC ROOM - (FORMER BEDROOM OF JACK & OLIVE NYE) THE PAINTING OF DOGWOOD BY MOLLIE NYE HANGS PERMANENTLY IN THIS ROOM, NAMED THE DOGWOOD ROOM. THE DRAPES ARE NOT ORIGINAL - THEY WERE DONATED BY SUNRISE WHO INSTALLED THEM WHEN USING THE HOUSE AS A PRESENTATION CENTRE.

ANNWEN’S OFFICE - (FORMER BEDROOM OF MOLLIE AND HER SISTER JOYCE) NAMED THE CHERRYWOOD ROOM. THE UPSTAIRS BEDROOMS WERE USED AS PLAYROOMS, OR FOR GUESTS.

HALL/WASHROOMS - THE NYES FOLLOWED THE ENGLISH TRADITION OF HAVING A SEPARATE “LOO” (TOILET) IN ANOTHER ROOM, THUS MAKING IT EASILY POSSIBLE TO HAVE TWO WASHROOMS - ONE FOR THE MEN AND ONE FOR THE LADIES!

THE THIRD AND LAST MONTAGE OF PHOTOS ARE OF JACK AND SEVERAL GENERATIONS OF THE FAMILY, WITH SELF EXPLANATORY NOTES.  WE FEEL VERY FORTUNATE TO HAVE THESE HISTORICAL FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS.

THERE ARE TWO MORE BEDROOMS, A LARGE HALLWAY AND ATTIC SPACE UPSTAIRS.  IF YOU WISH TO GO UP YOU ARE WELCOME BUT DO SO AT YOUR OWN RISK.  THESE ROOMS ARE USED AS OFFICES BY NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.

THIS ENDS THE TOUR.  THERE IS MUCH MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE HOUSE AND FAMILY IN THE BROCHURE!
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